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Abstract The study of 100 open access journals in Library and Information Science is represented in 
the article. All these open access journals were accessed through DOAJ site and analyzed based on 
various parameters like Country, Languages, Subject Headings, Keywords, their accessibility and 
availability of Archives of online journals in LIS. 




Now days the proliferation of open access online journals are in vogue which are very valuable 
source of information and also add very valuable supplement to scientific knowledge. Open access 
journals can be accessible free of cost. We can download the articles and use for academic purpose 
without any charge. DOAJ provides the platform for accessing the open access journals. 
 
A. Open Access Journals  
 
The concept of Open access is related to free access to read, download, copy, distribute, print, 
search, or link to the full texts of these articles [1]. Open access journals are scholarly journals that 
are available online to the reader "without financial, legal, or technical barriers. Open access journals 
are called gold road to open access [3].  
 
B. DOAJ (Directory of Open Access Journals)  
 
Directory of Open Access Journals is a service that provides access to quality controlled Open 
Access Journals. The Directory aims to be comprehensive and cover all open access scientific and 
scholarly journals that use an appropriate quality control system, and it will not be limited to particular 
languages or subject areas. Directory of Open Access Journals is hosted, maintained and partly 
funded by Lund University Libraries Head Office [7]. DOAJ is receiving funding from: 
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 Open Society Institute http://www.osi.hu/infoprogram/  
 SPARC http://www.arl.org/sparc/  
 SPARC Europe http://www.sparceurope.org/  
 BIBSAM http://www.kb.se/bibsam/  
 Axiell http://www.axiell.se/  
 
2. Objectives of the Paper 
 
 To enumerate the open access Journals on LIS on DOAJ. 
 To know the year wise growth of open access LIS Journals. 
 To trace the country wise distribution of open access journals of LIS on DOAJ. 
 To find out the Language wise distribution of open access LIS journals on DOAJ. 
 To know the accessibility of Archives of open access LIS journals on DOAJ. 
 To know the usefulness and applicability of LIS Journals to other disciplines. 
 
3. Research Methodology 
 
DOAJ (Directory of Open Access Journals) website (http://www.doaj.org) is browsed for the present 
study. Open Access LIS Journals were searched out and 100 Journals were found on DOAJ till 
January 2012. Total 100 LIS open access Journals were analyzed based on Countrywide, 
Languages, Subject Headings, Subject Keywords and accessibility of Archives to Open Access 
Journals of LIS.  
 
4. Limitation of the Study 
 
The study is limited to LIS open access journals which are listed on Directory of Open Access Journal 
(DOAJ). For the present project work DOAJ data is accessible till 20/1/2012. But now till June 2012, 




Figure 1: Snapshot of Homepage of DOAJ 
 
5. Reason for Selecting the Topic 
 
There has been an incessant study on the growing trends of open access journals/archives in the 
field of LIS [4]. The trend has given new dimensions and understanding about open access journals 
in LIS and other fields. However, the present study aims to highlight aspects which are related to the 
sources of publication and their language. It is evident to understand as which are the countries who 
are publishing LIS journals with open accessibility [5].  
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Thus, to trace this trend, the popular open access database, i.e., DOAJ is selected. The studies many 
further encourage the researchers to understand the country-wise and language-wise distribution of 




 Most of LIS Journals are open access. 
 All the archives’ of journals are available and accessible since its inceptions.  
 The Indian contribution to Open Access journals on LIS is very less in comparisons to other 
country.  
 
6.1. Analysis and Interpretations 
 
Total 100 Open Access LIS Journals were analyzed based on Countrywide, Languages, Subject 
Headings, Subject keywords and accessibility of Archives of online journal and presented in the form 
of tables. 
 
Table 1: List of Open Access Journals on LIS on DOAJ 
 
S.N. Title of E-
Journals 
URL ISSN No / 
EISSN No 
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Table 1 enumerates the open access journals on LIS along with their URL so that any user can 
browse the e-journals directly by entering the URL in its address bar. In total hundreds open access 
journals have been find out on DOAJ. 
 
Table 2: Year Wise Growth of Open Access LIS Journals 
 
Year No. of LIS Journals 
1911  01 
1985  02 
1989  01 
1991 02 
1993 01 
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Table No. 2 : Year wise growth of LIS journals 
 
 
Figure 2: Year Wise Growth of LIS Journals 
 
Table 2 and Figure 2 show the year wise growth of Open Access LIS Journals. In total 100 LIS 
journals which are available open access on DOAJ. Out of 100 Journals 4 journals starting from 
1911, 1989, 1993 and 1994 also available open access from its inception. Maximum number of 11 
journals has been started in the year 2005 and 2006 followed by 8 journals in the year 1999, 2004 
and 2007. 
 
Table 3: Country Wise Distribution of Open Access LIS Journals on DOAJ 
 
S.N. Name of the Country No. of OAJ Rank 
1 Argentina 02 7 
2 Australia 02 7 
3 Brazil 11 2 
4 Bulgaria 01 8 
5 Canada 07 4 
6 Croatia 01 8 
7 Cuba 01 8 
8 Czech Republic 01 8 
9 Denmark 02 7 
10 Egypt 01 8 
11 France 02 7 
12 Germany 04 5 
13 India 01 8 
14 Indonesia 01 8 
15 Italy 03 6 
16 Lithuania 01 8 
17 Netherlands 02 7 
18 New Zealand 01 8 
19 Poland 01 8 
20 Romania 01 8 
21 Spain 09 3 
22 Sweden 01 8 
23 Switzerland 01 8 
24 Taiwan 03 6 
25 Turkey 01 8 
26 United kingdom 07 4 
27 United States 30 1 
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Figure 3: Analysis of Country Wise Distribution of Open Access LIS Journals 
 
Table 3 depicts the country wise distribution of Open access LIS journals on DOAJ. United States was 
in 1
st
 rank due to publication of 30 e-journals followed by UK from Germany followed by Brazil which 
has published 11 E-journals.  
 
Table 4: Analysis of Language Wise Distribution of Open Access LIS Journals on DOAJ 
 
S. N. Languages No. of E-journals Rank 
1 Arabic 01 5 
2 Bulgarian 01 5 
3 Catalan, Spanish, English 01 5 
4 Catalan, Spanish, English, French 01 5 
5 Chinese, English 03 3 
6 Czech, Slovak 01 5 
7 Danish, English 01 5 
8 English 52 1 
9 English, French 02 4 
10 English, German, Spanish, Portuguese, French 01 5 
11 English, Portuguese 01 5 
12 English, Romanian 01 5 
13 English, Spanish 01 5 
14 French 02 4 
15 French, German, English, Italian 01 5 
16 German 02 4 
17 German, English 01 5 
18 Indonesian 01 5 
19 Italian 01 5 
20 Italian, English 01 5 
21 Italian, English, French, Spanish 01 5 
22 Lithuanian, English 01 5 
23 Polish 01 5 
24 Portuguese 04 2 
25 Portuguese, English, Spanish 02 4 
26 Portuguese, Spanish 03 3 
27 Portuguese, Spanish, English 02 4 
28 Spanish 04 2 
29 Spanish, English 01 5 
30 Spanish, English, French 01 5 
31 Spanish, Portuguese 02 4 
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32 Swedish, English 01 5 
33 Turkish, English 01 5 
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Figure 4: Analysis of Language Wise Distribution of Open Access LIS Journals 
 
Table 4 gives the information about the publication language of the E-journals on LISc. English is the 
most common communication language to spread the knowledge in all over the world which is used 
by all 52 Open Access LIS Journals. Portuguese and Spanish language is on 2
nd
 rank in table in 
which 4 journals published. 
 
Table 5: Analysis of Subject Headings of Open Access LIS Journals on DOAJ 
 
S.N. Subject Headings No. of OAJ 
1 Computer Science --- Library and Information Science 08 
2 Law --- Library and Information Science 01 
3 Library and Information 74 
4 Library and Information Science --- Business and Management 01 
5 Library and Information Science --- Education 01 
6 Library and Information Science --- Geography 02 
7 Library and Information Science --- Social Sciences 02 
8 Media and communication --- Library and Information Science 01 
9 Medicine (General) --- Library and Information Science 07 
10 Philosophy --- Library and Information Science 01 
11 Philosophy --- Library and Information Science 01 





























































































































































































Figure 5: Analysis of Subject Headings of Open Access LIS Journals 
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Table 5 and Figure 5 show the interdisciplinary scope of the online-journals of LISc. LIS journals can 
also be used in Medicine (General), Philosophy, Media & communication, Computer-Science, Law, 
Business Management, Education and Geography. Under out of 100 journals pure Library and 
Information Science subject heading is having 74 journals. 26 open access LIS journals are having 
interdisciplinary scope. 
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Table 6 shows the archives of Open Access LIS journals available on DOAJ. Archives were finding 
only from the year 2000-2012 because it is not possible to find out the archives from year of starting 
the journals. But almost all the open access LIS journals are providing access to back issues since 
inception of the journals. Content facility is also available to link with archives on DOAJ. After 
accessing the individual e-journals website, archives were finding and it is observed that maximum 
number of e-journals archives is accessible. 
 
7. Findings  
 It is observed that in total hundred open access journals on Library and Information Science is 
listed on Directory of Open Access journals till date 20/01/2012. (Table 1) 
 
 It has been observed that eleven open access journals on LIS have been started in the year 
2005 and 2006 followed by 8 journals in the year 1999, 2004, and 2007. (Table 2) 
 
 It has been observed that maximum number of 30 open access journals on LIS have been 
published by United States, hence secured 1
st
 rank which published 11 E-journals. 
 
 English is the most common communication language for scientific community which is used 
by 88 open access journals on LISc. Purely in English language journals are 52. Four open 
access journals on LIS are using Spanish, Catalah, French, German and Portuguese 
language also including English. (from Table 4) 
 
 It has been observed that Library and Information Science Journals are also having 
interdisciplinary scope. LIS journals are also useful for Medicine, Philosophy, Media, and 
Communication, Computer Science, Law, Business Management, Education, Geography and 
Visual Arts. Out of 100 LIS journals 26 open access journals having interdisciplinary scope. 
 
 It has been observed from Table 6 that each open access journals on LIS on DOAJ is giving 
keywords to search a particular journal. 
 
 It has been observed that from Table 6 that most of the LIS open access journals are 
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8. Testing of Hypotheses 
 
a) Maximum LIS Journals are Open Access  
 
The first hypothesis is proved valid because 100 LIS journals are available open accessibly 
on DOAJ. 
 
b) All the Archives’ of Journals are Available and Accessible Since its Inceptions 
 
This hypothesis is also proved valid because all the journals’ archives are available and 
accessible since its inceptions of the journals. 
 
c) The Indian Contribution to Open Access Journals on LIS is Very Less in Comparisons 
to Other Countries  
 
The last hypothesis is also valid because from India only one LIS journal is available on 





Now a day’s open access scientific and scholarly journals provide greater visibility to authors because 
every research scholars are using open access journals [2]. Research scholars are citing in their 
research reports which increase the impact factor of the journals, usage and also the author credibility 
[6]. Research scholars, Scientists, Professionals should browse the DOAJ site and access the free 
online journals on their Subject areas. It is also suggested that Scientists and Research Scholars 
should publish their research work in online open access journals for wider visibility of their research 
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